Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 167787 
ORIGIN EA-09 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 COME-00 EB-07 INR-07 LAB-04 
NSAE-00 SIL-01 /029 R 

DRAETED BY EA/RA:DSHARRIS:JG 
APPROVED BY EA/RA:RJMARTENS 
EA/ROC:DBROWN/HENGELBRECHT 

1 17068 I9I922Z/53 

R 19I606Z JUL 77 
EM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 

CONEIDENTIAL STATE 167787 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ELAB, TW 

SUBJECT: VISIT OF HIGH LEVEL AEL-CIO OEEICIALS TO 

ROC 

REF: TAIPEI 4313 

1 . USING AS A LEAD THE INFORMATION PROVIDED IN REETEL, 

BUT WITHOUT NAMING ANY SOURCE, EA LABOR ADVISER LEARNED 
EROM AEL-CIO INTERNATIONAL DEPARTMENT THAT DELEGATION 
VISIT IS INDEED SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE AS DESCRIBED 
REFTEL. 

2. WE LEARNED THAT LU HAD BEEN HERE IN MAY AT WHICH 
TIME HE CALLED ON ERNIE LEE, DIRECTOR OE AEL-CIO INTER- 
NATIONAL DEPARTMENT, AND PROPOSED VISIT NOW SCHEDULED. 

AT THAT TIME LEE TOLD LU THAT AEL-CIO COULD NOT DEAL 
WITH GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED LABOR MOVEMENT. LU ARGUED 
THAT THINGS HAD CHANGED, BUT LEE REMAINED ADAMANT. LU 
THEN WENT BACK TO TAIWAN, DRAFTED A LETTER SUGGESTING 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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VISIT TO GEORGE MEANY, AND HAD THE ROC AMBASSADOR DELIVER 
THE LETTER TO MEANY. MEANY THEREAFTER PASSED THE WORD 
THAT THE VISIT WAS TO TAKE PLACE. 

3. AFL-CIO WOULD PREFER EOR TIME BEING AT LEAST TO KEEP 
VISIT UNDER WRAPS. 
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4. ROC DESIRE EOR VISIT IS UNDOUBTEDLY CONNECTED TO 
THEIR CAMPAIGN AGAINST NORMALIZATION. WHILE WE ARE NOT 
CERTAIN OF MEANY'S MOTIVATION IN REVERSING AFL-CIO POLICY 
CONCERNING CONTACTS WITH THE CCTU, IT COULD REPRESENT 
AN AFL-CIO VIEW THAT SOME AMELIORATION AND ADVANCE IN 
THE POSITION OF LABOR IN THE ROC IS TAKING PLACE. WE 
WILL BE INTERESTED IN LEARNING ANY RESULTS OF THE DELE- 
GATION VISIT WHICH THE EMBASSY MAY PICK UP. VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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